
 

                       
 

 

 
                         LISTEN UP!             Summer  2010 

                                                                 Editor:   Perry Levine 
 

New Post 126 Officers 

The following new Post 126 Officers were installed at the June 6
th
 General Meeting 

by Department of New Jersey Commander Bernie Epworth: 

 

o Commander – Harold Waitsman                     

o Sr.  Vice Commander – Marty Yaffe 

o Jr. Vice Commander – May Brill 

o Jr. Vice Commander – Dr. Henry David 

o Adjutant – Ryan McBeth 

o Quartermaster – Larry Altersitz (PPC) 

o Chaplain – Jay Jaspan 

o Officer Of The Day – William Roth 

o Judge Advocate – Harold Gleaner 

 
                         

                                                      From left ï out-going Commander Sam Podietz             
                                                                                      and new Commander Harold Waitsman 

 

 

Commanderôs Message 

 

Thanks to everyone for attending our Post Installation Brunch Meeting. 

  

I have a special thank you to Sam Podietz. I know it will be difficult following his out- 

standing two years as our Post commander.  With the new Post officers and with you 

giving time and service, our Post 126 will continue to be the special and most active Post 

in the tri-county area and the country. 

  

My number one effort will be to move as many members off the just being paper members 

to become active working members. This Memorial Day weekend, the Post collected 

money at our Poppy Day Drive to fund the many activities we do for veterans and our 

service people at McGuire-Fort Dix-Lakehurst Military Base, with more active members 

selling Poppies we could have easily double our collections meaning more funds for our 

various donations. 

 

So how are we going to do this?  One way - Is to have many events and trips with our 

members. We have already planned to bring the veterans from the Vineland Veteran 

Home to the Riversharks baseball game this afternoon in Camden.  In July we will have a 

bingo and pizza day in Vineland and in August we will have a BBQ party in Vineland.  The 

rest is up to all of you - the Post members.  Where would you like to visit?  What would 

you like to do?   Let‟s hear from you and keep Post 126 moving upward and onward.  

  

I thank all of you for the honor of becoming your 2010-2011 Commander of JVW Post 

126.   
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New General Meeting Day  -  SUNDAYS 

All Post General Meetings will now be on Sunday morning beginning at 9:30 AM at TBS, the first 

Sunday of the month unless there is a holiday conflict.  So please mark your calendar according.   

The next meeting will be Sunday, September 12
th

.   

Coffee and bagels will be served by the Post Ladies Auxiliary. 

 

 

 

PICNIC at Vineland Veteran Memorial Home  -  Wednesday, August 25
th

 

Post 126 will host a BBQ/Picnic at the Vineland Veteran Memorial Home on Wednesday, August 25
th
. 

Members will assist in cooking and serving our fellow veterans.  We will assemble in the JCC parking  

lot (north end by Springdale entrance) at 11:00 AM and carpool to Vineland.  So come out and enjoy 

a BBQ. 

 

 

 

Membership Due Options 

Beginning this year you will have the option of paying membership dues for 1 year, 2 years, or 3 years.  

1 year remains at $45; 

2 years will be $85  (a $5 savings); 

3 years will be $120  (a $15 savings); 

 

 

 

Poppy Drive Volunteers 

We greatly appreciate the following volunteers who worked so diligently to raise funds to assist our  

fellow veterans and in-service troops: 

Larry Altersitz PPC Norm Avayou  Dave Berlin  Bob Bookbinder 

May Bril, Jr. Vice Cmdr   Warren Brandies Millard Braunstein 

Jackie Chestnut Bill Cherkes  Ben Cohen  Stan Curzman 

Morris Dworkin Ed Fayer  Dave Frankel  Roy Frankel 

Nate Getzenberg Herb Jacobson Jay Jaspan  Irv Joffee 

Ruven Kamien Milt Klein  Harvey Konkin  Marv Korff 

Bud Mattenson Greg McIntyre  Merril Mersky  Bernie Morganstern 

Larry Natelson  Max Pastelnick Linda Phillips  Sam Podietz PPC 

Bob Richter PDC/PPC   Ed Rivero  Bill, Officer Of Day & Cheryl Roth 

Ray Rubel PPC Abner Solon  Norman Task  Harold Waitsman, Post Cmdr 

Herb Wechler  Dr. Ira Weiss  Marty Yaffe, Sr. Vice Cmdr 

Morris Yermish 

 

  

 

 

 

POST 126 SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

 Congratulations to the winner of the Post 126 Scholarship for 2010:      Felica Frantz 

 

 Direct descendants of Post members who are graduating high school seniors or presently in college  

are eligible for the Post Scholarship.  Contact Nelson Mellitz PPC (856-278-3041) for additional  

information.   
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New Post 126 Lady Auxiliary Officers 

o President – Marlene Epworth 

o Sr. Vice Commander – Mildred Seltzer 

o Recording Secretary – Linda Phillips 

o Treasurer – Marlene Epworth 

o Chaplain – Tania Sokoloff 

o Historian – Debbie Mellitz 

 

 

 

Cooper Hospital VA Clinic 

A new VA Clinic has opened at Cooper Hospital in Camden.  If you are currently using another VA 

facility you can easily transfer to the Cooper Hospital VA Clinic.   Call the Veteran‟s Hotline 866-990-

8387 and make an appointment or get your questions answered.  You can get more information from 

the Cooper VA Clinic website cooperhealth.org/sjvets 

 

More information on VA clinic services is available by phoning 877-823-5230 and on the Philadelphia 

VA website philadelphia.va.gov 

 

 

 
 JWV Department of NJ Officers 

Congratulations to Jr. Vice Commander Nelson Mellitz (PPC) and Adjutant Larry Altersitz (PPC) on their 

appointment to positions with the JWV Department of New Jersey.   Also to Bernie Epworth (PDC/PPC)    

and Arthur Seltzer (PDC/PPC) on becoming National Executive Committee members. 

 

 

 

Post Members with Relatives in the Service 

William Roth, Post Officer of the Day, and Cheryl Roth‟s son Captain Evan Roth has completed 

helicopter training.  His next tour of duty will be in Iraq.  

 

Larry Altersitz, Post Quartermaster, son SSG Thomas Altersitz completed his 3
rd

 tour in Iraq and will be 

taking the Basic NCO Course.  His plans are to be assigned to the Walter Reed Army Medical Center as 

cadre for the wounded Warrior Program. 

 

 

 

Donators to Post Thanksgiving Event 

We appreciate the following merchants and organizations which donated items for the Troop 

Thanksgiving Event: 

¶ Friends of Cherry Hill Library 

¶ TD Bank 

¶ Navy Federal Credit Union 

¶ Resorts Casino – Atlantic City 

 

 

 

Tribute Cards 

Need to send a Tribute Card to remember or honor someone?  Simply go to the Post 126 website 

jwv-post126.org and complete the Tribute Card form.  Your personalized card will be sent the next day. 
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Thanksgiving  for the Troops 

 

FORT DIX, N.J., Nov. 26, 2009 -- Escorted by a 

police and motorcycle brigade, more than 150 

Soldiers, Airmen, and Sailors who are currently 

training at Army Support Activity, Joint Base 

McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst (ASA JB MDL) for 

ongoing contingency operations were transported 

by buses to a Thanksgiving feast at Americaôs 

Best Value Inn Ballroom in Cherry Hill Nov. 26. 

Motorcycle clubs including Riders of the Lamb, 

Warriors Watch Riders, American Legion 

Riders, Last Patrol Inc., Yellow Ribbon Club, 

South Jersey Riders, and the Nam Knights paved 

the way for the buses, which delivered the guests 

of honor to the extravaganza. 

Hundreds of people showed up to welcome, give 

salutations and thank the heroes who could not be 

home with their families as they walked off the 

buses to thunderous applause. This is the sixth 

annual Thanksgiving dinner hosted for training 

military personnel by ASA JB MDL   

          Honorary Commander Eric Spevak and Post 126 of the Jewish 

War Veterans of Cherry Hill. 

Once the troops were inside, they were thanked formally by Spevak, the Jewish War Veterans, and various dignitaries 

including Congressman John Adler, NJ 3rd Congressional District  Senator Steve Sweeney, NJ State Senate president-elect 

Sen. Jim Beach, and Brig. General James Grant - NJ National Guard Chief of Joint Staff.  

"Weôre all standing here because you are the VIPs," said Bernie Epworth, New Jersey Jewish War Veterans Department of 

New Jersey commander.  "For every one of us who wore the same uniform you wear, weôre here for you. We will make sure 

the support you need is there. We want to give you a little of that hometown feeling. Thank you and God bless," he said. 

The service members were told they were going to an undisclosed location to celebrate the holiday, but had no idea what it 

would be like.  "We figured it would be more of a small-scale affair and weôre pretty overwhelmed. Many of us were actually 

fighting back tears," said Army Staff Sgt. Paul Campos, 318th Psychological Operations Company from St. Louis, Mo." 

Also on hand were various local celebrities including former National Football League (NFL) player and the inspiration for 

the movie ñInvincibleò Vince Papale, former NFL player and television and radio personality Gary Cobb, former Major 

League Baseball player and Vietnam War Veteran Gary Maddox, and former National Basketball Association (NBA) player 

Pervis Ellison. 

The Soldiers, Airmen, and Sailors were treated to a traditional Thanksgiving meal including turkey, potatoes, vegetables, 

stuffing, cranberry sauce and pumpkin pie.  "We didnôt know this was going to be this big," said Army Maj. Perry Jarmon, 

300th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment (MPAD) commander, whose unit from Atlanta, Ga. is currently training at ASA JB 

MDL.  "This is very special and memorable. This is a great Thanksgiving, the response is overwhelming, and itôs more than 

we could have imagined," he said. 

 
(Extracted from the ASA-Dix Dec. 2009 by Perry Levine) 

 

Ryan Morton 

Volunteers serve an Airman Thanksgiving dinner during the holiday 

feast at America's Best Value Inn in Cherry Hill Nov. 26. About 200 

Airmen, Soldiers and Sailors were bused into the event. Pictured (from 

left) are Post member Bill Roth, Gail Siegel and Cheryl Roth. 
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63
rd

 ANNUAL BEVERLY PILGRIMAGE 

For over 60 years, there has been an Annual Memorial Day 

Pilgrimage to Crescent Memorial Park in Pennsauken, NJ and 

Beverly National Cemetery in Beverly, NJ to remember and honor 

our Departed Veterans by placing wreaths at their gravesites.  This 

tradition was started by the Burlington, NJ based Joseph W. Wolf 

Post 305 of the Jewish War Veterans of the United States in 1947 

and was continued even after the merger with the Furer-Barag 

Post.  This year's event was held on May 23, 2010 and was 

attended by approximately 30 veterans, family members, and 

supporters.  It was officiated by Student Rabbi Boris Dolin of 

Temple B'Nai Israel of Burlington, NJ.  Contact Merril Mirsky at 609-

386-2341 for additional information.  

Photo by Fred Mirsky 

(from left -  Marty Yaffe, Post Sr. Vice  Commander; Bernie Epworth, Commander JWV Dept. NJ;    

Irv Horwitz, PPC Joseph W. Wolf Post 305; Bill Roth, Post Officer-of-the Day; Harold Waitsman, incoming 

Post Commander) 

 

  

 

VETERAN GRAVE FLAGS 

In May, Boy Scouts from the Jewish Committee for Scouting of Southern New Jersey placed almost 

1,000 American Flags at veteran graves at the Crescent Memorial Park in Pennsauken, NJ and the 

Jewish Section of Locustwood Cemetery in Cherry Hill. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                            
 

Crescent Memorial Park Flags 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jewish Scout place the American Flags at veteran graves 
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Arthur Seltzer Returns to Normandy and Dachau 

Arthur Seltzer, 66 years later, still recalls his Higgins landing 

craft splashing across the waves toward the Normandy beaches 

on    D-Day. "It was a mess, a bloody, gory mess," said Seltzer, 

86, of Cherry Hill. "You saw sights you never want to see again." 

Comrades lay in the sand with horrible gaping wounds, some 

with legs and arms blown off. 

On the anniversary of D-Day 2010, for the first time since that 

June 6, Seltzer walked the sands of Omaha Beach. He also 

attended D-Day ceremonies, took a walk on the beach, and 

remembered the beginning of the end of Hitler's Third Reich. 

After a "rough ride across the channel," a sergeant in his unit asked the men to sign dollar bills for one 

another as keepsakes of the day.  "He asked me to join in.  There were 36 signatures."  After GIs gained 

a foothold and the gunfire died down, Seltzer "bumped into the sergeant" who had signed his dollar bill. 

He told me, “You and I are the only ones [from the landing craft] who survived.” 

Subsequently, Seltzer fought in the battle at St. Lo, where he received a concussion, and the Battle of 

the Bulge, where he was awarded the Bronze Star. 

 

Dachau  

Seltzer visited Dachau following his D-Day tour.  (See Photo) 

He was among the first Americans to enter the concentration camp near Munich, Germany where they 

saw walking skeletons, piles of emaciated bodies, and crematoriums filled with the ashes of human 

remains. 

Seltzer and other troops approached the gate of Dachau on April 29, 1945, and cut the chain on it. "I 

thought the D-Day landing was something. This was the second worst thing I had ever seen." Bodies lay 

in heaps everywhere. And the prisoners looked like walking skeletons, "nothing but skin and bones," 

Seltzer said. His unit alerted U.S. Army headquarters and requested high-ranking officers to come to the 

camp. Local residents were forced to see the conditions of the camp and help clean it up. 

The residents "said they didn't know what was going on there, but it was impossible for them not to 

know," said Seltzer. "The officers who went to the camp spent weekends at Dachau," the nearby 

medieval town for which the camp was named. 

"When I came home, I just wanted to forget what I saw and did," said Seltzer, a past commander of the 

Jewish War Veterans, Department of New Jersey and Furer-Barag-Wolf Post 126. "Most soldiers didn't 

want to talk about it . . . but it stays with you the rest of your life." 

 

(Extracted from the Philadelphia Inquirer 6 June 2010 by Capt. Emil Levine, USNR) 
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POST TAPS 

Marine Lance Corporal Jeremy Kane, of Cherry Hill, NJ 

being escorted by his fellow marines following his military 

funeral on January 30, 2010 at M‟Kor Shalom Synagogue.  

Jeremy, who was 22 years old, was killed in action in 

Afghanistan on January  22, 2010.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photo from Courier Post) 

 

 

 

We remember the following Post members who have passed away since last Memorial Day: 

 

o Robert M. Geiger 

o Herbert Liftman 

o William Lipkin 

o Irving Pliskin 

o Gerald Rosenberg 

o Herman Siegel 

o Bernard Siman 

o Barry Weinberg 

o Leonard Wilf 

o Abraham Yesser 

 

 

 

 

Camden County Veterans Affairs  -   Telephone Number:  856-374-5801 

Camden County Veterans Affairs  ï  Col. Bancroft:  856-374-3291 



Department of Veteran Affairs website  -  www.va.gov 
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